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Claims 

[d] An apparatus for transferring pipette tips comprising: 
a transfer plate having a plurality of plug members for 
engaging pipette tips; and 

a frame assembled and interlocked with the transfer 
plate, said frame having openings contained therein for 
inserting the plugs therethrough and a plurality of small 
protuberances extending into the openings. 

[c2] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plug members are 
arranged in parallel lines separated by elongated slots. 

[c3] The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the openings in the 
frame comprise elongated slots separated by elongated 
rails, which fit in the elongated slots. 

[c4] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said transfer plate and 
the frame are comprised of a moldable plastic. 

[c5] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plug members are 
hollow. 

[c6] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein sliding the transfer 

plate relative to the frame functions to move the appara- 
tus in a retained and a released position when the plugs 



have pipette tips positioned thereon. 

[c7] The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the protuberances 
contact pipette tips positioned over the plugs when the 
apparatus is in the retained position. 

[c8] The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the protuberances are 
located between the plugs when the apparatus is in a re- 
leased position. 

[c9] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the transfer plate fur- 
ther comprises at least one tab member for sliding the 
frame relative to the transfer plate. 

[do] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the transfer plate and 
the frame are generally rectangular in shape. 

[d 1] The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the transfer plate and 
the frame are removable from one another. 

[d2] An apparatus for transferring pipette tips comprising: 
a first generally rectangular shaped member having a 
plurality of plug members extending therefrom wherein 
the plug members are positioned in rows that are sepa- 
rated by elongated slots: and 

a second generally rectangular shaped member having a 
plurality of elongated openings contained therein that 
are separated by elongated rails and a plurality of small 



projections extending from the rails and into the elon- 
gated openings, wherein the first and second rectangular 
shaped members are assembled and interlocked with 
one another when the plug members of the first rectan- 
gular shaped member are inserted through the elon- 
gated openings of the second rectangular shaped mem- 
ber. 

[d3] The apparatus of claim 12 wherein said first and second 
generally rectangular shaped members are comprised of 
a moldable plastic. 

[d4] The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the plug members are 
hollow. 

[d5] The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the transfer plate fur- 
ther comprises at least one tab member for sliding the 
frame relative to the transfer plate. 

[d6] The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the projections are 
positioned to contact a plurality of pipette tips, which fit 
over the plugs to retain the pipette tips in place on the 
apparatus for transfer. 

[d7] The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the projections are 
positioned between the plugs so that a plurality of 
pipette tips fitted over the plugs can be easily removed 
from the plugs and released from the apparatus. 



[d8] a method for transferring pipette tips comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a transfer plate having a plurality of plugs ex- 
tending therefrom for retaining pipette tips; 
providing a frame having openings contained therein and 
a plurality of small projections extending into the open- 
ings; 

assembled and interlocked the transfer plate with the 
frame such that the plugs in the transfer plate extend 
through, and traverse back and forth within, the open- 
ings in the frame; 

inserting the plugs in the transfer plate into a plurality of 
pipette tips; 

retaining the pipette tips onto the plugs by sliding the 
frame relative to the transfer plate so that the small pro- 
jections of the frame contact an outer surface of the 
pipette tips; 

transferring the pipette tips to another location; and 
releasing the pipette tips from the plugs in the transfer 
plate by sliding the frame relative to the transfer plate so 
that the small projections of the frame do not contact 
the pipette tips. 

[d9] The method of claim 18 wherein the steps of providing 
the transfer plate and the frame comprise the step of 
forming the transfer plate and the frame from a mold- 



able plastic. 



[c20] The method of claim 18 wherein the step of inserting the 
plugs into a plurality of pipette tips comprises the step 
of holding the transfer plate with the plugs facing down- 
ward and pressing the transfer plate against a plurality 
of pipette tips so that the plugs are placed in openings 
of the pipette tips. 



